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WARNING: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

participants are warned that the following 
discussion may contain the names and 

images of deceased persons, and words 
and descriptions which may be culturally 

sensitive.
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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land where we work, live and create. We pay our 
respects to Elders past and present. We celebrate the continuing practice of culture, the sharing of 

stories and knowledge in respectful ways.  

Celebrating 
23 years
in 2023

Terri Janke and Company
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Languages are integral to First Nations Culture
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2022-2032 International Decade of Indigenous Languages | Indigenous.gov.au
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The law if failing First Language revitalisation 

Two key shortcomings: 

1.Practical hurdles 

2.Issue of copyright ownership 

5

Language is intrinsically linked to Indigenous peoples’ way of life, 
culture and identities. Language brings meaning to cultural heritage 

and articulates the intricate relationships between Indigenous peoples 
and their connection to their land and community.

Rediscovering Indigenous Languages project | State Library of NSW
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Copyright work Language material 

No copyright protection Oral words
No copyright protectionWords in songs handed down through the 

generations, not attributed to a songwriter 
and not recorded 

Musical work Composed song/music in Aboriginal 
language

Literary work-compilation Language dictionary
Published edition has copyright Printed dictionary 
Compilation of literary work, artistic works Language website

Literary workLanguage software
FilmLanguage video resources
Sound recording Oral tapes/ recordings taken of Aboriginal 

speaker 
Literary works, artistic works - compilationMobile phone apps and podcasts 

www.terrijanke.com.au 6
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BEYOND THE LAW: 
TRUE TRACKS AND CULTURAL 

PROTOCOLS 

www.terrijanke.com.au
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Framework for ICIP protection

Protocols

ContractsIP Laws

terrijake.com.au
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Cultural Protocols

Cultural Protocols are the leading industry practice for successful Indigenous 
engagement.

Cultural Protocols are emerging and growing in importance in many industries, including the 
Arts, Museums and Galleries, Research, Libraries and Archives, Development and business.

Cultural Protocols: 

– are effective and respectful frameworks for using ICIP and for engaging with Indigenous 
people and communities;

– go beyond the law to respect Indigenous peoples’ rights and cultural differences;
– encourage ethical conduct and promote interaction based on good faith and mutual respect.
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THE TRUE TRACKS® 
PRICIPLES

www.terrijanke.com.au
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TRUE TRACKS® Protocols

© Terri Janke and Company
www.terrijanke.com.au
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True Tracks® Ten Point Checklist 
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True Tracks® Ten Point Checklist 
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True Tracks® Ten Point Checklist 
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True Tracks® Ten Point Checklist 
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Check out our website for upcoming 
True Tracks® Workshops: True Tracks 
| Terri Janke and Company

www.terrijanke.com.au
17

Dr Janke’s book, True Tracks, can be 
purchased here: True Tracks, 
Respecting Indigenous knowledge and 
culture by Terri Janke | 9781742236810 | 
Booktopia
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STAND ALONE LAW 
FOR LANGUAGE PROTECTION 

www.terrijanke.com.au
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Three notable features of the 
proposed new law: 

1.Recognition of Indigenous 
Knowledge 

2.Recognition of communal 
ownership

3.Enforcement mechanisms for 
infringement 

www.terrijanke.com.au
19
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STATE BASED LEGISLATION TO 
SUPPORT COMMUNITY LED 

LANGUAGE WORK 

www.terrijanke.com.au
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The Aboriginal Languages Recognition Act in Manitoba, 
Canada (2010), 

The Official Languages Act in the Northwest Territories, 
Canada (1988), and 

The Native American Languages Act (1990) in the United 
States.

International examples of language legislation 

www.terrijanke.com.au 21
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State legislation and policy has an essential supporting role to 
play in language projects 

In New South Wales, the Aboriginal Language Act 2017 (NSW) established 
the Aboriginal Languages Trust.

The Trust is working on 2022-2027 Strategic Plan. 

Aboriginal Affairs NSW ‐ Aboriginal Languages Trust Strategic Plan
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Language 
nests

Dual 
naming 

State-wide 
action plans

www.terrijanke.com.au
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Thank you! 

www.terrijanke.com.au

Contact us:
Laura Curtis

laura@terrijanke.com.au
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